The Character Principle of

PRODUCTIVITY

A lazy man won't even dress the game he gets while hunting,
but the productive man makes good use of everything he finds.

PRINCIPLE OF THE WEEK

The root word of productivity is to produce or
be fertile. It is the result of an activity. To be
fertile is to be able to produce or reproduce.
We say, “good land is fertile land.” This
means the land is valuable because it
has an ability to produce. However, land
without managed activity does not make us
wealthy. It is the activity or productivity that
we do on the land that develops the land’s
potential. In every man and woman there is
also potential. You have to make good use
of everything you have in order to develop
it. “Productivity is never an accident. It
is always the result of a commitment to
excellence, intelligent planning and focused
effort.” (Paul J. Meyer) If everyone is
productive, we build a prosperous society.
Lack of productive activities is what creates
poverty. If we consume more than we
produce, we will go bankrupt.

One thing that takes away from the
productivity of many organizations and
individuals is that a lot of time and resource
is wasted. Once those things are lost, they
can never be recovered. Time wasters at
work include engaging in personal email,
unnecessary phone conversations and
making non-work related stops (if you work
on the road). These activities keep us from
being productive and accomplishing what
we could. Resources lost could be tangible
items like wasted parts and supplies or
intangibles like not taking an opportunity to
learn and improve your skills.

As a productive person, your goal is to
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increase your value by learning whenever
you can, using resources wisely, developing
new ideas and staying on task. Productivity
is the way towards progress, growth and a
positive future.

Benefits
You will reap many benefits from being a
productive person:

* You will feel a sense of accomplishment
when you get things done. You'll feel
good about yourself!

+ You will be valued and respected by
others for the contributions that you
make.

* You will be trusted because you
are conscious of time and use your
resources wisely.

* Your work will have purpose because
you are not just doing a job — you are
developing your potential. Ultimately,
you will grow both in ability and as a
person. This growth will benefit you in
every area of your life.

Characteristics
A productive person possesses these
attributes:

+ They desire to get things done. They don’t
allow distractions to pull their focus from
what they want to accomplish. They keep
working, creating and developing.
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Action Plan for

PRODUCTIVITY

+ They value ideas and are motivated to work
to achieve them.

+ They consistently look for opportunities to
develop their potential.

+ They are inspired to influence others to
work towards a common purpose.

Steps to Follow

1.Earn your way through life. Use your
abilities. Life is a gift and what you do
with it is in your hands. Things do not just
happen, you must make them happen.

2. Actively participate in developing concepts,
ideas, and resources with the goal of
transforming them into something greater.
You will add value to what you are involved
with and that will, in turn, add value to you.

3.Be efficient. Manage your time and
resources. Find the balance between
quality and quantity. For example, you are
more efficient when you do things right the
first time, even if it takes a little longer.

4. Learn to be organized. Many people simply
don’t know how to organize and they lose
productivity. A craftsman knows how to keep
his tools in order. Do not waste a lot of time
looking for things that you have misplaced.

5.Develop your potential. Embrace
opportunities to add to your skill set.
Learn from others who have successfully
accomplished what you aspire to. This
could come in the form of books, lectures or
just a person you know who would make a
good mentor.
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Remember... Thoughts become
actions. Actions become habits.
Habits become our destiny.

Reflect and respond

1.If someone would ask five people you know
to rate your productivity on a scale of 1-10,
what would their answers be?

2.Do you take the time and opportunity to
develop your potential? Can you name one
thing you have done in the past month that
has caused you to grow?

3. Think of the most productive person you
know. What are the habits that make them
productive?

4.Which of the “Steps to Follow” will you
commit to this week?
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Why did you give yourself this

rating

What benefits will you obtain by

raising your rating?

What specific action can you put
into practice to test the benefits of

this principle?
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